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Will Collectors kindly see that _every member 
receives a copy of this most_interesting letter. 


Co the President of the Birmingham Branch 
of the 


WMational Unton of @omen Ceachers. 


July Ist, 1926. 


Dear Mapam PRESIDENT, 


Might I be permitted to voice the appreciation felt by many of our members, of the 
priceless services rendered week by week to the Members of our Union by our little paper, ‘‘ The 
Woman Teacher.” 


May I briefly summarize a few of these services ? 


(1) It sets forth the ideals and makes public the point of view of women teachers on professional 
questions. No other paper does this ! 


(2) It replies most efficiently to attacks local and national, upon women teachers and their work ; 
such statements as that ‘““Women are charming but helpless. A single woman teacher has 
an ideal life, with five hours work a day, 200 days in the year, and no additional duties” 
—that ‘‘ women teachers who desire equal pay are malignant, avaricious and anti-racial”’ 
—that “women have a lower standard of honour than men’’—that ‘“‘ women’s minds are 
always intent on sexual matters’—that “unmarried women teachers are a menace to the 
schools in which they teach’”—and that ‘‘members of the N.U.W.T. are Bolshevists of the 
most pronounced type.” It is due to the vigorous replies of the “Woman Teacher ” that 
such attacks have of late become less numerous and virulent. 


(3) It has also dealt with misrepresentations, such as that there is a shortage of women 
teachers; that Equal Pay in New York caused a decline in the numbers of men teachers (the 
fact being that this decline came about, as it has also done here, during the period of unequal 
pay). It has repudiated on all occasions, and is in itself a standing disproof of the assertion 
that women are less intelligent than men. I know of no leading articles that surpass those of 
our Editor in clarity of thought and logical reasoning. 


(4) It gives most interesting accounts of parliamentary and other proceedings, selecting matters 
which affect us as women and teachers. It tells us how M.P.’s vote on educational questions 
and keeps us au courant with women in public affairs. 


(5) Statements in the Press, or by public men, which could be met in no other way, are 
immediately dealt with and our point of view made clear. 


(6) The ‘‘Woman Teacher” has become the recognised voice of progressive women in the 
profession. Through it we keep in touch with other professional women who are fighting 
the same battle against the tyranny of age-old conventions and inherited prejudices. 


Remembering that this inestimable little paper is produced by the voluntary work of its 
talented Editor and the many contributors and distributors who give themselves freely in our 
service, can we not by reading week by week its excellent articles, passing them on to other women 
in and out of the profession, and by obtaining new subscribers, show our gratitude for this 
continuous and ungrudging service on the part of the “‘ Woman Teacher” ? 


I am, dear Madam, 
: Yours faithfully, 
A PRIVATE MEMBER, 


Note.—The Committee decided to print and circulate this letter as a public acknowledgment of our 
indebtedness to the ‘‘ Woman Teacher.” Further copies may be obtained from me. 


L. TURTON, Local Sec. 
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